SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
MEETING DATE:

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2020
7:00 P.M.

MEETING PLACE:

ZOOM ONLINE MEETING

BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING
MINUTES

7:00 p.m. Special Session
First Selectwoman Lyons called the Regular Session of Monday, September 28, 2020 to
order at 7:05 p.m. Also in attendance were Selectwoman Duques, Selectman Goldberg,
Selectman Murphy and Selectman Wilson.
1. Pledge of Allegiance.
First Selectwoman Lyons led the Pledge of Allegiance.
2. Approval of minutes – September 14, 2020
September 21, 2020 – Special
MOVED by Selectman Murphy and seconded by Selectman Wilson to approve Minutes
of September 14, 2020 and September 21, 2020.
VOTE: this motion was approved unanimously
3. First Selectwoman’s Updates.
a. COVID-19 Response and Town Operations Update
First Selectwoman Lyons provided an overview which is attached to these minutes.
4. Liaison Reports / Selectmen Comments.
Bruce Wilson
Scott Murphy

Ambulance Association
Board of Education, Library Opening, Youth & Family Services

5. Citizen Comments.
Leslie Embersits stated that she had sent the Board of Selectmen a letter earlier in the day
regarding any potential 5g upgrades in Madison. A copy of the letter is attached to these
minutes. Keith Costa stated that over 20 towns are working on passing a Resolution
banning 5g upgrade installations. He stated that there seems to be crews out starting the
work in Madison but no notification has been sent to the Town of Madison. He stated that

these installations will be on every telephone pole in Town. First Selectwoman Lyons
thanked these residents for their work towards bringing the matter forth to the Board. Ms.
Embersits stated that the group was asking for a Resolution, which can happen quicker
than an Ordinance.
6. Youth Representation Proposal.
Jake Daigault, Daniel Hand High School Senior and Senior Youth Liaison to the Madison
Youth & Family Services Board; Darian McMahon, Junior Liaison to the Madison Youth
& Family Services Board and Olivia Henkel, President of Valor, a Youth Coalition
focused on substance abuse provided a presentation which is attached to these minutes.
Selectwoman Duques questioned what role the current Student Liaisons provide to the
Board of Education and Youth & Family Services Board and Jake stated that these
students provide a look into the lives of youth in Madison as it pertains to the work that
the committee does. It is a chance for an open dialog between the Boards & Commissions
and the youth in Madison.
Selectman Murphy echoed Jake’s comments and also added that the youth voices add a
great value to Town conversations by providing a new perspective.
Olivia added that the Valor program was jumpstarted by the Youth Survey conducted at
DHHS (done every two years); and this survey indicated that the more outlets and assets
available to youth correlated to lower instances of drug use/abuse. These liaison positions
provide a mentorship program of sorts and would offer a great asset to the youth of
Madison.
Scott Cochran, Youth & Family Services Director, stated that he was very impressed with
these students and that each of them have been involved in many aspects of the Youth &
Family Services Department.
Selectman Wilson thanked the youth for their presentation and asked what had left the
youth feeling that they were being shut out from Town Government. Jake responded that
the youth doesn’t necessarily feel shut out, but that establishing specific times and ways
that the youth can be involved will ensure that their perspective is added to the
conversation.
Selectman Wilson stated that the youth had struck upon the overall issue of lack of public
involvement in Madison; this has been a topic of conversation for many years. He
questioned how this proposal addressed the lack of overall involvement. Jake responded
that all of the student liaisons would be expected to meet to review the work of their
respective boards and add to the overall conversation.
First Selectman Lyons thanked the youth for their work and enthusiasm to take on this
task. She stated that the benefit that the mentorship aspect is that more of Madison’s
youth will be involved in town government and this will encourage life-long participation

in our democracy. From the Board standpoint is that decisions impacting the youth of
town are made all year long and now their voices will be part of the conversation before
the decisions are made. She questioned if the youth could fill liaison positions with a
robust and committed team; she cautioned that nothing overly burdensome be established
that is unsuccessful. She stated that the Board of Selectmen should have further
discussions about the best way to move forward.
Selectman Wilson stated that until such a decision is made on how to move this initiative
forward, all of the meetings held in Madison with the exception being certain Board of
Police Commission Meetings, are in public and youth can start attending and giving
public comment.
Selectman Goldberg stated that having the optimistic perspective of the youth in town is
very important. He stated that ground rules should be established and may need to be
created specific to each Board or Commission.
Selectman Murphy stated that there is probably an easy process to establish the youth
involvement; however, the Board might consider walking before running and adding in
two or so boards at a time, instead of moving from 2 boards to 8 boards with youth
liaisons.
Selectwoman Duques thanked the youth for their presentation and agreed that there is a
difference between allowing public comment and establishing an agenda item which
specifically allowed youth participation. She added that the Board could consider a
monthly agenda item inviting youth participation and discussion.
7. Update from Ad Hoc Island Avenue School Future Use Committee.
Chairman Graham Curtis provided a presentation which is attached to the end of these
minutes.
First Selectwoman Lyons thanked the Committee for their work and for their
presentation. Selectman Wilson questioned if COVID had impacted the work and data
that the Committee had pulled together. Mr. Curtis stated that some members considered
whether the building could be used as school or community center given the impact of
COVID. He added that public outreach was difficult but at some point perhaps a public
meeting on Zoom to gather more input could be pulled together.
First Selectwoman Lyons stated that the Board also has to consider the lease for the next
school year because the lease will be up for renegotiation in the summer. The Board
reviewed that the Committee could provide another update in a month or so; the
Committee would also hold a Public Hearing in this timeframe as well.

8. Discuss and take action to approve the funding of an UTV and Trailer for Madison Hose
#1; the purchase was approved through the CIP.
Chief Kyttle provided an overview of the three quotes and the specific vehicle which was
being requested. He stated that this type of vehicle would allow the department to
respond to certain calls where driveways and roadways are blocked as was seen after
Storm Isaias and during past parade events in Madison.
MOVED by Selectman Wilson and seconded by Selectman Goldberg to approve funding
an UTV and Trailer for Madison Hose #1; the purchase was approved through the CIP.
VOTE: this motion was approved unanimously.
9. Review timeline for Charter Review Committee.
The Board reviewed that the Government Study Committee had presented their work at
the last meeting and now the Board was contemplating whether a Charter Review
Committee would need to move forward. The Board in August 2019 did vote to approve
a Charge of a Charter Committee and it had a date to return work which was been missed.
The Commission was never filled, but the charge mirrors what was used for the 2015
Committee. She stated that the Board should review next steps this evening and then
determine the best way forward at a future meeting. First Selectwoman Lyons presented a
timeline breakdown that presented “fast track” and “traditional” timeframes created by
Town Services Coordinator, Lauren Rhines.
The Board agreed that trying to rush the process to a November 2021 vote would result in
not gathering enough public input and guidance.
10. Discuss re-establishing Public Health Committee.
First Selectwoman Lyons stated that the committee had been dropped from inclusion in
the Charter many years ago. She provided an overview of what types of health boards
exist in the state currently. First Selectwoman Lyons stated that the purpose of this initial
conversation was to gather input from the Board members on how or if this item should
move forward. Selectman Goldberg stated that the recommendation came from the
Government Study Committee’s reports to the Board. He questioned if it would have
been helpful at the beginning of COVID for a Health Policy Board to help oversee
implementation of initiatives to stop the spread of COVID. Selectman Wilson stated that
he wasn’t sure what the public members would be responsible for doing for the Town. He
stated that the Health Director fills a very specific role for the Town and he wasn’t sure
what would happen should the Health Director and the Committee recommend different
steps. Selectman Murphy stated this would be an advisory committee similar to Beach
and Recreation and the committee would be helping the Health Director. Selectman
Wilson stated that the Health Director is substantially informed and has expertise in this
area and although a board of doctors may be helpful, the Health Director was exercising
his authority he has under state statute and was following federal and state guidelines.

First Selectwoman Lyons stated that the felt the Town should look into what committees
in other Towns that have a Municipal Health Director are charged to accomplish and
undertake on behalf of their towns. The Board reviewed that they had discussed the
potential to moving into a Health District a few years ago and did not come to a
consensus. Selectwoman Duques stated that she felt the overall set up, including the
potential to move into a Health District should be considered simultaneously with the
potential Health Committee.
11. Appointments / Resignations:
Happy Marino to the Board of Education for a term to expire on November 1, 2021.
MOVED by Selectman Goldberg and seconded by Selectman Murphy to approve the
appointment of Happy Marino to the Board of Finance for a term to expire on November
1, 2021.
VOTE: this motion was approved unanimously.
12. Tax Abatements / Refunds.
MOVED by Selectman Wilson and seconded by Selectman Goldberg to approve Tax
Abatements / Refunds in the amount of $335.03.
VOTE: this motion was approved unanimously.
13. Citizen Comments.
None.
The Board reviewed that there were two anonymous comments in the Chat box which
would not be recorded in the Minutes as there was no name or address presented.
14. Adjournment.
There being no objection the Board adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lauren Rhines
Town Svcs. Coordinator / Risk Manager

TOWN OF MADISON
CONNECTICUT

Regular Meeting – September 28, 2020

Board of Selectmen

Pledge of Allegiance
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1. Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda

2. Approval of Minutes: September 14, 2020; September 21, 2020 - Special
3. First Selectwoman’s Update.
4. Selectmen Liaison Reports/Comments.
5. Citizen Comments.
6. Youth Representation Proposal
7. Update from Ad Hoc Island Avenue School Future Use Committee
8. Discuss and take action to approve the funding of an UTV and Trailer for
Madison Hose #1; the purchase was approved through the CIP
9. Review Timeline for Charter Review Committee
10. Discuss re-establishing Public Health Committee
11. Appointments/Resignations: Board of Education
12. Tax Abatements/Refunds
13. Citizens Comments
14. Adjournment
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First Selectwoman Update
• MPS moving to full week in-person instruction on October 8th
• Governor partially launched Phase 3 starting October 8th
• Increases outdoor gathering sizes
• Changes to business capacities allowing more indoor seating

• Department of Public Health issued guidance on the operation of

interscholastic, youth and other amateur sport activities during the
COVID-19 Pandemic Fall/Winter 2020
• Recommends against high risk sports: Tackle Football, Boys Lacrosse,

Wrestling, Competitive cheer/dance

• Town Operations
• First installment of tax payments due by October 1st to avoid penalty
• Town Hall remains appointment only until post-election (mid-November)
• Assessing program offerings for Town Gym
• Targeting re-opening of Senior Center for January 2021
• Exploring in-person meeting options for BOS
• Madison Alerts– Sign Up! On-going
4

Everbridge - Madison Alerts
• Go to Town home page at
https://www.madisonct.org
• Click on Subscribe! Button
• Choose Sign Up For Alerts
• Click the Everbridge Alerts Box to
get started
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Committee Timeline – Two Step Process
(December 2019)
Step 1: Government Study Committee
• Early January: Appoint a Government Study committee
• January – February: Committee reviews allowable forms
of government and presents options for public input
• March: Committee presents result of review for public
comment and makes final recommendation to Board of
Selectmen
Committee Presented Final Results to BOS in August

Step 2: Appoint a Charter Review Committee
• April: Formal Charter Review Committee appointed with
directives given from Board of Selectmen based on
Recommendation from Study Committee

BOS Approved Charter Commission
Charge: 8/26/19
Charge
In accordance with the Connecticut General Statutes, an Ad-Hoc Charter Review
Commission is hereby established to review the current Town of Madison
Charter, and make revisions to be submitted to the Town Clerk by May 8, 2020.
The final product of the Commission should produce an impartial legislative tool
that is practical, clear, concise and upholds the commitment to government
transparency. The Commission shall consider recommendations from the Board
of Selectmen as well as other elected and appointed boards and commissions
and Town staff.
Membership
The committee will consist of seven members whose terms will expire upon
acceptance or rejection of its final report by the Board of Selectmen.
Charter review commission charge approved in 2019 but no
committee members appointed.
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Ad-Hoc Government Study Committee Charge
Charge
• The Committee shall consider different forms of government permissible under state statute
and make recommendations for possible changes to Madison’s government structure and/or
charter
• As part of its deliberations, the Committee should consider the following:
• Review existing charters of other municipalities in the state of Connecticut and look for
“best practices”
• Hold public work shops and/or input sessions to evaluate public opinion on feasible
options
• Conduct a public opinion poll to gauge community preferences
• Consult with appropriate town employees, governmental agencies, other municipalities,
and outside consultants to assist in developing recommendations
Committee Meetings
• The Committee shall meet as required to fulfill their charge. Meetings will be noticed and
include time for public comment as a standing agenda item.
Committee Composition
• The committee shall consist of six members (a quorum will consist of three members) as
determined by the Board of Selectmen.
• Committee members may serve on any subsequent Charter Review Commission

Possible Charter Review Timelines
Fast Track
Item
#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Item Description
Charter Review Commission establishment
Charter Review Commission appointments
Charter Review Commission Meetings begin
Charter Review Commission First Public Hearing
Charter Review Commission First Public Hearing Legal Notice
Charter Review Commission Second Public Hearing
Charter Review Commission Second Public Hearing Legal Notice
Charter Review Commission vote of document to send to Town Clerk
Town Clerk submits to BOS for Review & BOS calls Public Hearing
Public Hearing of Board of Selectmen
Public Hearing of Board of Selectmen Legal Notice
Board of Selectmen Review & resubmission to CRC if necessary
Charter Review Commission revisions from BOS review & send back to BOS
BOS approve/reject & send Referendum question to Town Clerk
BOS publishes notice in the newspaper of the Charter draft
Town Clerk sends Referendum question to the State for approval
Referendum Date
Town Clerk sends Charter to State

Date - 10 weeks
10/26/2020
11/9/2020
11/23/2020
Week of Dec. 14, 2020
12/3/2020
3/1/2021
2/18/2021
3/1/2021
3/8/2021
3/22/2021
3/11/2021
by April 5, 2021
by May 5, 2021
5/24/2021
6/17/2021

Traditional
Date - 35 weeks based
on 2015 committee
10/26/2020
11/9/2020
11/23/2020
Week of Dec. 14, 2020
12/3/2020
8/23/2021
8/12/2021
8/23/2021
8/30/2021
9/13/2021
9/2/2021
by 9/27/2021
by 10/27/2021
11/15/2021
12/9/2021

Rule
within 30 days of Item #1
before any substantive work
at least 10 days in advance of Item #4
at least 10 days in advance of Item #6
on/after this date but before Item #9
Regular BOS Meeting & BOS Call Public Hearing
before Regular Meeting of BOS, no more than 45 days from Item #8
at least 10 days in advance of item #10
no later than 15 days following Item #10
within in 30 days of item #12
Regular BOS Meeting
within 30 days of item #14
no later than 15 months after #14
within 30 days of Item #17

Fast Track – Commission works total of 10 weeks once appointed
Traditional – Commission works total of 35 weeks once appointed
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Public Health Committee
• Health Districts:
• 20 health districts across the state
• District Board of Health manages the affairs of the district and
appoints the district Director of Health
• Each town gets one representative on Board per 10,000
• Municipal Health Departments:
• 65 local health agencies, 53 of which employ a full-time director
of health
• Autonomous and under the jurisdiction of the towns/municipality.
• Local health agency staff are hired and employed by their
respective local health agency.
• Possible Health Committee options:
• Health Board – Trumbull, Darien
• Community Health Alliance – Glastonbury which evolved out
of community health assessment, Stratford
10
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ReReRe
Research and Data on 5G Consequences
Submission to Town of Madison
September 28, 2020

Dear Madison Board of Selectman,
On behalf of a considerable and growing group of Madison residents, we are writing to
request that the Town of Madison halt the build-out of the “5G" wireless infrastructure
with the hazardous microwave technology until such technologies have been proven
safe to both human health and the environment through independent research and
testing.
More specifically, we ask that the Board of Selectman consider a Resolution to Cease &
Desist roll out of 5G to ensure the BOS are being responsible and practicing
"precautionary principles".
There is an immediate need to act as residents have reported 5G installation has been
occurring since July. I (LE) personally spoke to a CavCom manager who confirmed his
crew was installing 5G equipment outside of Christie’s Restaurant and the Golf Course
the week of September 21, 2020.
The same week a very diligent Lauren Rhines, in the office of the first Selectwoman
Peggy Lyons, contacted Verizon and reported that Verizon said “there is no plan for

5G upgrades in Madison at this time. 5G upgrades in Connecticut in
general are being focused on Towns with higher density”.
We have spoken directly with residents in Easton CT who had the same
experience of the Telco installing 5G equipment without notifying the town.
The Resolution would allow the town more time to further investigate risks and options
and wait for safety studies.
This request comes from informed residents who have read peer-reviewed research
and are basing the request on evidence and facts. Key issues are as follows:

1. There are several lawsuits against the FCC for “failing to effectively review
hundreds of relevant scientific submissions on the harmful effects of wireless
technology.”
A comparison of acceptable “pulse radiation” limits internationally shows that
regulatory bodies in Europe, Russia and China have set limits at 1/100th of the
use level and India and Israel at 1/10th. See graph in Addendum.

2. Our health is at stake and it's best to prevent wide-scale radiation poisoning of
Madison residents given 5G requires densification of radiation with antenna
12-25 feet outside each residence, business, School, Daycare or Senior Center.
The fact that the threat is so close to every resident and that crews have been
seen installing 5G equipment in Madison in August and September makes this
an immediate local issue for the Madison Board of Selectman to address.
“Thousands of studies, including US government and military studies,

provide unequivocal evidence that the radiation emitted by wireless
devices is extremely harmful, especially for children. Peer-reviewed
scientific studies show that this radiation adversely affects learning
ability, memory and  cognitive functions and can lead to disturbed
sleep, auditory effects, headaches, nosebleeds, heart palpitations and
anxiety-like symptoms. Other serious adverse effects include damage
to sperm and the reproductive organs, cancer and tumors, DNA
damage and breaks in the blood brain barrier.” _ Children’s Health
Defense
3. The Town can use this time to consider safer alternatives. There is a move back
to wired ethernet cable, especially for children, which provides faster and safer
access to the Internet than Wi-Fi.
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/protecting-our-future/how-to-make-remote-lear
ning-safe-for-your-children-during-covid-19-quarantine/?itm_term=home

4. Research indicates that EMF and 5G pose a threat to animals, plants and
eco-systems and to climate change.
https://theshiftproject.org/en/article/lean-ict-our-new-report/

Overview
5G puts public safety, privacy and property values at risk.
A growing number of communities have blocked 5G including Easton CT whose Board
of Selectman voted unanimously to halt installation on May 7, 2020.
Over 20 towns in CT are working on Resolutions to Cease & Desist 5G including
Greenwich & Torrington.
Other noteworthy communities that have managed to block it in the face of a very
aggressive rollout are the big Island of Hawaii & Marin County, CA (home to George
Lucas and his Skywalker Ranch where hundreds of knowledgeable tech experts work).
Over 290,000 signatories from 218 nations have lobbied the United Nations to halt 5G.
A group of scientists, consumer health organisations and citizens filed legal action
against the FCC in January 2020 for its refusal to update its 24-year-old guidelines on
cell phone and wireless radiofrequency (RF) radiation. The legal petition maintains
that the FCC “is not in accordance with the law” and has violated the Administrative
Procedure Act and the National Environmental Policy Act by failing to effectively
review hundreds of relevant scientific submissions on the harmful effects of wireless
technology.
While this petition plays out, more and more communities across the country and
globe are calling for a halt to 5G installations until the health risks are adequately
reviewed, acknowledged and addressed.
Please note our concerns with 5G do not relate to the upgraded 4G service which
TMobile calls 5G for marketing purposes. We mean the 5G infrastructure with 5G
millimeter waves which is designed to be an "Internet of Things” which will enable your
phone to talk to your refrigerator, car and even your store while shopping. Constant
surveillance of people will also be possible.
Because the 5G millimeter waves reach a shorter distance, they require 4/5G facilities
every 500 feet in a city (or closer- on every lamp post) and 12-25 feet from your home.
These facilities, including towers and antenna, release hazardous emissions into
homes, neighborhoods and schools.
Densification of microwave radiation by 5G and the hazardous emissions it
releases represents a public health crisis. The public and local Governments have
been misled into focusing on thermal effects of microwave radiation. But it is the
"pulse modulated" radiation, which carries big chunks of radiated data that

penetrate the human cell, which constitutes the invisible but highly harmful
emissions.
For more information and research studies
https://www.americansforresponsibletech.org/issues
https://www.5gcrisis.com/scientific-studies
Evidence-based Issues
1. Human Health
Exposure to wireless technology is a proven hazard to human health.
Thousands of peer-reviewed, published studies prove that exposure to radio
frequency (RF) microwave radiation poses significant threats to human health
including cancer, reproductive problems and neurological harm. Children,
unborn fetuses and the elderly are especially at risk.
Visit 5G Crisis- Americans for Responsible Technology for more information and
research references. https://www.5gcrisis.com/
2. Animal & Plant Health
Scientists have proved that Radio Frequency (RF) Radiation raises the internal
temperature of insects which interferes with reproduction and more.
Studies have shown that higher frequencies of 5G raises the internal temperature
of honey bees, leading to changes in physiology and behaviour.
More than fifty percent of beetle pupae exposed to RF radiation failed to develop
normally compared to a control group, resulting in inconsistent maturation of
body parts. Twenty-five percent of the exposed beetles died.
RF radiation can disrupt the magnetic "compass" that many migrating birds and
insects use, causing disorientation and possibly disrupting migration patterns
https://ehtrust.org/29879-2/
3. Climate Change
Emerging research indicates that 5G is not sustainable and will accelerate
climate change given the projected skyrocketing of energy consumption. The
exploding digital ecosystem also has a negative impact on the environmental
footprint.
https://ehtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/5G-and-Climate-Change-Flyer-EHT.pdf

https://theshiftproject.org/en/article/lean-ict-our-new-report/

4. Property Values
A survey published in Realtor Magazine revealed that 94% of home buyers
would be less interested and pay less for a property near a cell tower or antenna.
For more information visit https://www.americansforresponsibletech.org/issues
The Science
In 2015, 215 scientists from 41 countries issued an “International Appeal” to the United
Nations; Scientists call for Protection from Non-Ionizing Electromagnetic Field Exposure
Below are excerpts from this appeal;
Based upon peer-reviewed, published research, we have serious concerns
regarding the ubiquitous and increasing exposure to EMF generated by electric
and wireless devices. These include–but are not limited to–radiofrequency
radiation (RFR) emitting devices, such as cellular and cordless phones and their
base stations, Wi-Fi, broadcast antennas, smart meters, and baby monitors as
well as electric devices and infra-structures used in the delivery of electricity that
generate extremely-low frequency electromagnetic field (ELF EMF).
In 2020, this United Nations appeal has grown to 290,593 signatories from 218 nations
focused on 5G; Stop 5G On Earth & In Space
Below are excerpts from this appeal;
In addition to millions of new 5G base stations on Earth and 20,000 new satellites
in space, 200 billion transmitting objects, according to estimates, will be part of
the Internet of Things…and one trillion objects…
If the telecommunications industry’s plans for 5G come to fruition, no person, no
animal, no bird, no insect and no plant on Earth will be able to avoid exposure,
24 hours a day, 365 days a year, to levels of RF radiation that are tens to
hundreds of times greater than what exists today, without any possibility of
escape anywhere on the planet. These 5G plans threaten to provoke serious,
irreversible effects on humans and permanent damage to all of the Earth’s
ecosystems.
Unlike previous generations of wireless technology, in which a single antenna
broadcasts over a wide area, 5G base stations and 5G devices will have multiple
antennas arranged in “phased arrays” [2]
 ,[3] that work together to emit focused,
steerable, laser-like beams that track each other.
More than 10,000 peer-reviewed scientific studies demonstrate harm to human
health from RF radiation.[10] [11]

Effects include:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Alteration of heart rhythm[12]
Altered gene expression[13]
Altered metabolism[14]
Altered stem cell development[15]III
Cancers[16]
Cardiovascular disease[17]
Cognitive impairment[18]
DNA damage[19]
Impacts on general well-being[20]
Increased free radicals[21]
Learning and memory deficits[22]
Impaired sperm function and quality[23]
Miscarriage[24]
Neurological damage[25]
Obesity and diabetes[26]
Oxidative stress[27]

Legal Action & Precedents
There are hundreds of cases of legal action playing out globally to fight 5G. The
most noteworthy are as follows;
Robert Kennedy, Jr.'s Legal Team Sues FCC over Wireless Health
Guidelines • Children's Health Defense. Kennedy Jr launched a suit against
the FCC in February 2020 for its refusal to update its 24-year-old guidelines on
cell phone and wireless radiofrequency (RF) radiation. The legal petition
maintains that the FCC “is not in accordance with the law” and has violated the
Administrative Procedure Act and the National Environmental Policy Act by
failing to effectively review hundreds of relevant scientific submissions on the
harmful effects of wireless technology.
While this petition plays out, more and more communities across the country and
globe are calling for a halt to 5G installations until the health risks are adequately
reviewed, acknowledged and addressed.
Additionally the CHD is coordinating global legal actions and advocacy to halt 5G
rollout.  https://childrenshealthdefense.org/?s=5g
Easton, CT Passes Resolution to Halt 5G Installations Due to Health Risks
On May 7th, 2020 the Town of Easton, Connecticut unanimously approved a
resolution calling on wireless providers to cease the build-out of 5G wireless
infrastructure until such technologies have been proven safe to human health
and the environment through independent research and testing.

Their BOS, including an MD as First Selectman, felt there was strong evidence
that 5G radiation posed a threat to human health and given their sworn oath did
not choose to be "willfully ignorant".
Marin County, CA towns block 5G Small Cell Towers (Mill Valley, San
Aselmo & Ross) In the San Francisco Bay area in 2018, 3 towns were
concerned that 5G technology could cause health problems based on research
indicating that radiation from 5G could harm people.
The entire country of Switzerland places moratorium on the use of 5G
network based on health concerns
Protecting the Town of Madison
Our priority is protecting the health of Madison residents. However there are also
property value issues as well Town of Madison liability issues from lawsuits over health
and property damage.
Our key question at this stage is what is the best legal way forward to halt installation in
the face of an aggressive national rollout. I am told that Comcast via Verizon (as
installer) is in charge of installation.
Our research via the First Selectwoman's office, indicates that neither Comcast nor
Verizon have filed 5G rollout plans (including locations and type of facility) for all "Small
Cell Wireless Telecommunications Facility" (SWTF). Apparently, based on our enquiry,
the town "tech" department is now contacting Verizon to ascertain plans.
Questions we have for the town of Madison are:

1.Who in the town is responsible for managing 5G installation (i.e. SWFTS) and have
they had any correspondence with Verizon or Comcast regarding installation? Who in
the "tech"department for planning and who at the Police department for physical
installation?
2. Has anyone in Madison received a rollout plan (locations and timing) for construction
of "Small" Cell Wireless Telecommunications Facility (SWTFs)"?
3.Does either CT Siting or PURA forward to the town copies of notices from the Telcos
(Comcast or Verizon) which the Telcos are legally required to send directly to the
owners of properties adjacent to equipment installation?

3a. Can the town please explain what the following notice for 258 Ridge Road is forCellular or Internet? (attached)
"Notice of Exempt Modification for T-Mobile: 5800059 - T-Mobile Site ID:
CTHA332C 258 Ridge Road, Madison, CT 06433 Latitude: 41° 18 33.30 /
Longitude: -72° 36 51.57" which was found on CT Siting.
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/CSC/2_EMS-medialibrary/Madison/RidgeRd/T-Mobil
e/EM-T-MOBILE-076-200730_filing_258-RIDGE-RD-MADISON-5800059-CTHA
332C.pdf
4. Does Madison have an Ordinance for wireless?
5. Does the Town or Selectman have Insurance for liability? (Our research indicates no
companies globally will ensure for 5G microwave technology).
6.Is the town planning a public hearing?
Our questions for the BOS are;
1. Is there a better way than a Resolution to halt 5G rollout plans in Madison
immediately, until its safety can be proven?
We look forward to submitting this letter and making a brief comment on September 28.
Kind Regards,

Leslie Embersits
Madison Resident

&

Keith Costa
Madison Resident

In collaboration with;
● Children's Health Defense
https://childrenshealthdefense.org/
● Americans for Responsible Technology
https://www.americansforresponsibletech.org/
5G Crisis https://www.5gcrisis.com/
● Moms Across America
https://www.momsacrossamerica.com/stop_5g

Addendum

MADISON AD HOC ISLAND AVENUE
SCHOOL FUTURE USE
COMMITTEE

Members of the Committee:
Rich Bonnanzio, Jason Brown, Graham Curtis,
Athena Nomikos, Joe Paradiso and Barbara
Resnick

Committee Charge:
• Charge

• The Committee shall consider and recommend possible uses for and/or disposition of the

Island Avenue School Building and associated land. Such use may include municipal use,
sale, or lease of all or portion of the building or land, but exclude use as a public school in
the Madison Public School District. The Committee should consider the financial impact to
the Town including the potential costs, revenue opportunities, and overall economic
benefits to the Town as part of its recommended possible uses.
• As part of its deliberations, the Committee should consider the following:

• Hold public workshops/input sessions to evaluate public opinion, develop feasible options, and
•
•
•
•

determine the financial impact to the public
Conduct a public opinion poll to gauge community preferences
Consult with appropriate town employees, boards and commissions, governmental agencies, and
outside consultants to assist in developing recommendations
Co-ordinate with any town strategic planning and/or facility planning initiatives
Request the Board of Selectmen to solicit RFP’s for possible development of building and/or land,
if determined to be appropriate

Island Ave School Future Use Committee
• Updated Schedule
• Legal issues (heirs search ongoing)
• Initial Public outreach Results
• Matrix of Option (Pro/Cons)
• Septic Feasibility study Results
• Next Steps

Process is Collaborative, Communicative and Aims to Minimize Risks and Maximize
Benefit
Q2 2020

Step

Apr

May

Q3 2020

Jun

Jul

Aug

Q4 2020

Sept

Oct

Nov

Q1 2021

Dec

Jan

Feb

Q2 2021

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Feasibility
Study
Public Poll 1
(Brainstorming)

Narrow Choices
(informed by
Feasibility)
Real Estate /
Development
RFP
Calibration of
Options
Readout to BOS
and Public
Public Poll2
(narrowed Choices)

Referendum
Vote
OLEM Lease
Expiration

LEGEND

Initiate

Planning

Support

Execution

Evaluate

Milestone

Initial Public Outreach results
• Private School (sell or Lease)
• Public School (Town of Madison)
• Residential development (Single Family Homes)
• Residential Development (Multifamily)
• Residential Development (Affordable)
• Eldercare or Daycare Facility
• Open Space (Passive, Dog Park)
• Municipal Use (Recreation Center, Art Center, Pool)
• Commercial (Light Industrial, Retail, or Office)

Disposition

Use

Pros

Cons

Analysis
Sell or Lease

Private School

•
•
•
•

Potentially Most cash upfront
Decreased Development Risk
Likely less public opposition
No change in use

•
•
•

Potentially Lower annual revenue
Potentially Non-profit tax issues to be
negotiated
Uncertain long term demand

Hold

Public School

•
•

Town Owned
No change in use

•
•
•

BOE looking at other options
Not in our charge
Long term maintenance cost

Sell

Residential Development
(single Family Use)

•
•
•

Decreased traffic
Decreased liabilities
Aligns with surrounding use

•

Lower annual tax revenue

Sell

Residential Development
(Multi-Family)

•

Likely Highest annual tax
revenues

•
•
•

Likely local opposition
Higher Traffic
Uncertain Town wide support

Sell

Affordable Housing

•

Meets demand for housing in
town

•
•
•

Increased traffic 24/7
Likely Local opposition
Complex funding

Sell

Eldercare or Daycare

•

Meets demand in town

•

Commercial use prohibited by deed

Hold

Open Space (active or
Passive)

•

Likely less Public opposition

•
•
•

No Cash up front
No Tax Revenues
Maintenance cost

Hold

Municipal Use
(Recreation Center, Art
Center, Pool)

•

Support within the community
for these programs

•
•
•
•
•

No Cash up front
No Tax revenue
Maintenance cost
Capitol cost
Potential conflict with Academy school

Septic System Feasibility study

Next Steps
• Finalize Heir search (November 1, 2020)
• Develop Draft Sale/Redevelopment RFP
• Financial Analysis of Options
• Risk/Reward Assessment
• Public Outreach

Questions, comments?

Madison, CT Youth Representation
on Town Boards and Commissions
Presented by Jake Daignault, Olivia Henkel, and Darian McMahon
to the Madison Board of Selectmen
Monday 9/28/20

Why does this matter?
● Youth voice should be heard on issues that pertain to young people and
directly impact our lives—and there are so many of these issues!
● Youth provide fresh perspectives and a generational awareness
● Youth provide new ideas
● Youth deserve more opportunities for empowerment, mentorship, and realworld experience

What do we want to accomplish?
● 16 new unaffiliated, nonvoting liaison positions on select boards and
commissions
● A stronger youth voice in town, with meaningful engagement in town
discussions
● Representation of all town members, and validation of the importance of
youth perspective

How do we suggest we accomplish this?

1. Support from BOS and official approval of this idea
2. Recruitment of liaisons and rollout of the process by the end of 2020
3. Youth Liaison collaboration meetings
4. Change the tradition → Change the Charter

What Boards and Commissions do we think most need the youth voice?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Board of Selectmen
Board of Finance
Charter Review Commission
Economic Development Commission
Board of Police Commissioners
Beach and Recreation Commission
Conservation Commission
Planning and Zoning Commission

And, of course, Board of MYFS and Board of Education, which are already
done and have been successful, and were the inspiration for this project!

FAQ’s
● How is the application process going to work?
● How are youth going to be active in meetings and make valuable
contributions while feeling like they are learning?
● How will the youth liaisons retain their unaffiliated status?
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